
Covers the Torrance
District Like a

Blanket.

"There is no 
Substitute for 
Circulation."

Eleventh Year No. 60 Published Weekly TORRANCE, CALIF., THURSDAY, SEPT. 3, 1925 Every Thu 5c Per Copy

LIES IN POST CASE ARE NAILED 
TO BORE SIX WELLS IN KEYSTONE
Holes To Shallow 
Oil Level Will Be 
Begun This Month

Logs of Former Wildcats Reveal Existence of Formation
at About 600 Feet and Lead W. E. Garner

to Sign Up Leases

PROPERTY OWNERS' ROYALTY WILL BE ONE-SIXTH

Six Separate Community Leases Given on 100 Acres of
Land East and West of Main Street and

North and South of Carson

Six wells will be spudded In 
Keystone before the end of Sep­ 
tember in quest of production from 
the oil-bearing formation known 
to exist at about the 600-foot level.

Owners of property in the Key­ 
stone district Monday signed six 
community leases with William E. 
Gamer, 146 Locust avenue, Longr 
Beach. The land under lease com­ 
prises something more than 100 
acres and lies north and south of 
Carson street and east and west 
of Harbor boulevard.

The leases stipulate that drilling 
on all six tracts shall start before 
midnight of Sept, 80. Land owners 
will receive a sixth oil royalty.

Wildcat wells drilled In the Key­ 
stone district have all pierced 
through an oil-bearing formation 
at the high level of about 600 feet. 
But In all cases the holes were

can-led on (down In search of a 
deeper and more productive sand. 

Previous leases in .Keystone 
were quit-claimed. For months 
oil men have been convinced that 
the shallow levels in the area are 
commercially productive.

The persons whose property was 
included In the new leases are as 
follows: W. H. Meirestein, M. W. 
Mark, E. A. Murphy, B. F. Klrkby, 
Henry E. Carter, George L. Wash- 
burne, J. S. Sleppy, J. E. Feller, 
E. F. Black, John Dodos, A. 
Johnston, J. H. Getz, F. A. Croft, 
Walter Phillips, E. G. Beebe, Hiram

Krause, Fred A. Craft, Fred C.
nstrong, C. H. Cady, Edna B.
i, Louise A. Helm, Dora J. 

Richardson, James R, Black, B. F. 
Boss, Thomas J. Lang, H. Leon 
Black, Emma L. Plckering, Pratt 
Gillen.

Torrance Relief Society Will 
Hold Rummage Sale Next Week; 

Seeks Donations of Clothing
The Torrance Relief Society will 

conduct a rummage sale In the 
store next to the First National 
Bank on Friday and Saturday, 
.Sept 11 and 12.
r The women of the society have 
on hand a large quantity of chil­ 
dren's, men's and women's cloth- 
Ing, which will be sold at- unusu­ 
ally low prices.

Residents of Torrance and vlcln- 
[ity are requested to communicate 
with Mrs. Woodington, 2016 Arling­ 
ton avenue, phone 119-J, If they 
have on hand clothing or materials 
which they can donate to the so-

John Enos Dies 
At Athens Home 

Tuesday Night
Former Torrance Resident

Leaves Widow and 3 .
Children

John Albert Enos, aged 46, for­ 
mer director of personnel at the 
Vnlon Tool Company plant here, 
'died Tuesday night at his home In 
Athens from heart trouble. Mr. 
Enoa formerly was a resident of 
ToriwJce, where he lived on Ar­ 
lington avenue,

Mr, EnOK WIU tilirn In St. Louis. 
Before Burning west ho was associ­ 
ated With several automobile man­ 
ufacturing concerns. Before join- 
Ing the Union Tool Company stuff 
he was secretary of the Westein 
Forge Company of Los 
He was a respected and 
employe of the Union T 
pany during hi» service 
concern.

Mr. iCiuis in Hiiivived by his 
widow and thrco children  Jack, 
aged 9; limit, u«ed 7, and an In­ 
fant.

Funeral suvice* will be held Sat­
urday afternoon at '1:30 at thu

. Frazoo funsral parlors, Eighth and
Wfr'lgueroa streets, Lo» AnKvles. In-
' terment will bu at /ho Roosevelt

Mc-morlul I'urk.

»•*.;.;•:

Angeles.
ell liked 

ool Com­ 
with that

clety.
The Torranco Relief Society has 

been doing a splendid work during 
the past few years. They have 
conducted their charitable activ­ 
ities with a maximum of efflelenqy 
and a minimum of publicity. The 
rummage sale is not planned for 
the purpose of- raising money, but 
rather for the purpose of making It 
possible .for needy residents to 
secure excellent clothing, at low

Women of the society will call 
or clothing if they ore notified

by th ish to donate.

School Starts 
Again Tuesday; 
Teachers Ready

Few Changes in Staffs; Prin­ 
cipal Wood at High 

School
A record attendance Is antlcl- 

ated when the Torrancu schools 
nen Tuesday morning. 
At the High School Principal 

Herbert aW/CCd, newly appointed, 
'111 take charge.
Few changes ;ri the personnel of 

teachers have been made this year. 
In the High School all the leach­ 
's who served last year will be 

..\ hand again Tuesday. The 
changes in the Elementary School 

ra few. Principal Bell will again 
sad the staff At tho "Elementary. 
Mr. Wood has been busy for the 

..ant two weeks preparing for the 
opening of -the High School. He 
said yesterday that he contem­ 
plates no Immediate changes In the 

rlculum, preferring to study lo­ 
cal requirements before altering 

io school program. 
Mr. Wood has nuulo u request 

that the Board of Education pur- 
SB additional machinery for the
 Imnlcal department here and 
LM-I.S to m-i-iini lathpsv milling
 liiri.'.s and dull presses «ome 
LI uft.'i- tliu first of the year.

Local Buick Man
Leaves for Flint

Mr. and Mrs. li. H. FlahcTly 1,-ft 
Sunday fur Kllnl, Mlrh Mr. Till 
h,-ily .-Mi.-i-tK to .-,1'i-un- tin- ili-lively

City Papers Libel 
Affairs, Says Experts' Report Torrance Resident;

Hate Motive Bared
Observations
Window Peckers in Torrance The Sanctity of the 

Home Violated Lies Broadcast by News- 
Greedy Los Angeles Papers

By W. HAROLD KINGSLEY
J^TO sensible man/ can ever condone open law violations.

But when one speaks of law violations, one must not confine 
his cogitation to any one law, but must consider them oil.

For the past six months in Torrance a few self-appointed 
guardians of the public weal have been conducting throughout 
the city of Torrance a campaign of window-peeping that Is In 
violation pf the most sacred tenets of civilization the sanctity 
and privacy of the home.

The Herald . is for law enforcement, but we would be lacking 
in candor and patriotism if we did not raise pur voice against 
the despicable campaign of trespassing and window-peeping that 
has been going on here for months.
' To flout one of the most fundamental guarantees In civilized 
man's bill of rights In order to glean by clandestine methods 
information that will lead to the enforcement of another law is 
far from right or just. To be frank, The Herald believes that a 
violation of the sanctity of the home by "holier-than-thou" private 
citizens should be punishable with far more severity than the 
violation of almost any other statute.

*K * * * 
rpHE right of search and seizure by legal methods IB authorized.

But the right of any individual, private citizen or official, to 
trespass on a citizen's private grounds at night, peek in windows 
and violate the sanctity of the home never has been and never 
will be established as long as a spark of manhood remains In the 
breasts of the people of this continent

Has this country reached the point at which the privacy of 
the home may be violated by peepers and trespassers without 
recourse? Is \i possible that any law enacted by state or nation 
is Important enough to eradicate the guarantee of home-sanctity 
that Is rooted In the very bedrock of civilization?

If so, the righteous revolutions of past generations were all in 
vain, and the blood shed gallantly by the founders of the United 
States of America .was poured out uselessly and. to no purpose.

* * ,* * 
rpHIS Is not idle talk. The Herald knows what It IB talking:

about. The homes of scores literally and actually scores of 
citizens of Torrance have been violated during the past few months 
by private citizens who have skulked like cowards through the 
alleys of the city and peeped with the fanaticism of witch-burners 
Into the windows of the dwelling houses.

Enforce the law? Yes.
Violate the sanctity of the home In order to do It? No! No! No!
And let the thunder^ of the ^negative roll in swelling volume 

over the deserts, hills and valle'ys of a land peppled by a race 
whoso breasts burn with zeal for liberty and Freedom's guarantees.

* * * »(
rpHE home of the writer,lias been among those singled out for 

clandestine spying. On two occasions Individuals whose identity 
has not been established have peeped Into our windows at night  
Once under conditions that would outrage any decent family man 
in tho world.

should have seen 
t by the criminal

Unfortunately the peepers escaped, else we 
whether such despicable activities are winked 
courts of the United States.

For months The Herald has adopted In connection with the 
window-peeping campaign a policy of r silence, regarding such a 
policy as to the best Interests of the community. And even now 
it Is Vvith deep regret that it becomes necessary to air the shame 
of this fair city before the eyes of the world. But -we believe 
that the people of this district should know to what ends the 
enemies of home-sanctity have carried their activities.

*K -K -K * ,
A GAIN let us state our position so that there will be no mis­ 

understanding. We are for the enforcement of law. But we 
stand firmly against the violation of one law for the enforcement 
of another. And if we had to choose between surrendering the 
sanctity of the home or doing away with the Volstead act, we 
would choose to keep the home Inviolate. Wouldn'jt you?

* * * *
'pORRANCB Is a clean city. Viewed from all angles, by expert* 
 *  who studied conditions In a large number .of Southern Cali­ 
fornia cities, Torrance Is more free from crime than any of her, 
sister municipalities.

There have been and will be law violations here. But they 
have not been and we have every reason to believe they will not 
be of tho vicious variety.

*  *  »< -X
tJECKNT events have the effect of making me considerably

ashamed of my brother newspapermen. These events are the
libelouM liberties which metropolitan newspapers take with oltl-

The day after the Post case In Torrance Los Angeles papers, 
greedy for sensation and willing to broadcast lies for the sake of 
a spectacular new* story, heraldedr to the world exaggerated and 
distorted amounts of the case. Mr .Post's high position In thla 
community TMade his arreat a spectacular new* story, but the Los 
Angeles papers were not satisfied with that

They were probably misinformed by officials who dealre large 
headlines over the record of their own activities, or by Individuals 
with some devious motive, or both. In any event they made of 
the Post story a front page leader and published statements that 
everyimu In Torranoe who knows Wallace Post knows were untrue.

* -K * *

or TOWN 
  sip
Bberle and Riggleman Point 

Out Weaknesses and
Assets

GOOD PLACE TO LIVE1

Report Shows Need of Re- 
zoning, Praises Busi­ 

ness Government
That Torrance ranks high among 

California cities In matters of clvt
 welfare Is the concluslo^ drawn by 
Eberle and Rlggleman, consulting 
economists, In their report to the 
Torrance Chamber of Commerce' 
on the civic survey which they 
conducted here. The report com­ 
pares and contrasts Torrance with 
ther Southern California cities In 
.iany matters of civic import. 
Setting forth the history ol 

community from the date of its 
nceptlon by Jared Sidney Tor­ 

rance, tho report points out the 
conservative development of the 
city under a government which has 

tisfactory generally to the 
citizens. In this 'connection the 
report spates:

"Business Not Politic*" 
"There Is a general satisfaction 

with the 'government among the 
citizens. There seems to be a tra­ 
ditional policy of business admln- 
stratlon rather than political ad­ 
ministration. .... The ad-
 antages of such a system are ob-
loua to commercial and industrial 

men. No other city in Southern 
California has a more satisfactory 
ystem of representative govern­ 

ment than the town of Torrance."
Comparative studies convinced 

he experts that Torrance Is in-
rlor In the matter of public 

sulldlngs. A clvlo center Is rec- 
mmended.
A table of rental statistics In 20 

iduthern California cities, gleaned 
y careful checks, shows that 
entals In Torrance are reasonable 
nd compare well with rentals In
her cities.
Summing up the results of the
irvey on general housing, home 

financing and living conditions, th 
experts state:

"The situation at the present 
time in Torrance seems to bi 
inviting to workmen. Industry may 
locate there with the assurance 
that homes will be built at a rea­ 
sonable cost and that real estate 
exploitation will not take a great 
share of the laborers' wages each 
month."

The report states that Torranoa 
Is Inferior to other Sltles In the 
matter of public parka.

People'* iuying Power
A survey of Income as related to 

purchasing power of tho people of 
Torrance is exhaustively set forth 
In the report. The total purchasing 
power of the city, baaed on 1088 
families resident here, Is between 
$2,000,000 and (2,500,000 a year.

Of this SO percent Is spent for 
food, 18 percent for clothing, 18 
percent for rent, 1.4 percent for 
fuel and light, 7 percent for furni­ 
ture, and 25.6 percent for Insur­ 
ance, taxes, medical attention, char­ 
ity and churches, car faro, amuse­ 
ments, and savings.

That there are sufficient retail 
stores to accommodate the Tor- 

ding area for some tlm

TEST HOLE

Promising Stratum IB Pene­ 
trated at Palos Verdes 

Wildcat

LOOKS GOOD AT 500 FEET

Petroleum Securities Encour­ 
aged by Findings in Pi­ 

oneering Project

According to a report cur­ 
rent in the oil field this morn­ 
ing,'the Petroleum Seouritle* 
Company i* preparing to set 
oil string in the Palos Verde* 
wildcat wall on the Hollings- 
worth property at 1000 feet. 
The report states that a credit­ 
able showing of oil »nd was 
picked up at thii level.

According to field men, the 
formations encountered at tha 
wildcat have logged about 1000 
feet higher than corresponding 
formations in the proven area 
of the Torrance and Lomita 
producing districts.

The showing picked up at 500 
feet is the tame, oil man «»y, 
ai exists farther north at about 
1500 feat.

It is reported today thut the 
Jergina interests of Long Beach 
have started construction of a 
rig on the hill south of the 
Sidebotham gravel pit* on 
Pennsylvania avenue. 
Extremely encouraging and prom 

alng oil showings were eneoun- 
ered by the Petroleum Securities 

ipany at the Palos Verdes wild- 
well at around the 600-foot 

1, it was learned from an 
luthoritative source here.

IB well Is located west of 
Western avenue and about a quar- 

if a mile south of Long Beach- 
Redondo boulevard. 

A distinct showing of oil was 
Icked up at 500 feet and continued 

down to a considerably lower level, 
reported.

Vlndlctlveness of Torrance Group Proved by Hiring Nevrs
Vendors to Shout Distorted Report on

Torrance Streets

LOCAL WOMAN PHONES NEWS TO CITY PAPERS

Hundreds Sign Statements Reaffirming Confidence in
Local Man to Prove to World Lies Not

Believed in Torrance

County dry squad officers, arnu 
with a search warrant made out as 
tho result of information vpjui 
teered by a small gronp of Tor­ 
rance residents, Friday night 
tered the home of James W. Post, 
Post " avenue, Torrance, searched 
tho home, and arrested Mr. PCS 

i a charge of possessing llquo 
Justice of the Peace L. J. Hunte 

• Lomita fined Mr. Post $500 
hich was paid, after Mr. Post had 

pleaded guilty.
n the same night operatives 

from the sheriff's office presented 
earch warrant at the home of 

City Trustee B. R. Smith, chair­ 
man of the Torrance police com­ 
mittee, and searched the- fjmltb 
home at Carson street ana Gram- 
ercy avenue. They found no 
toxicants.

Ahothar Motive 
That Torrance individuals 

cretly tendered information against 
Mr. Post and Mr. Smith has been 
definitely established. That a mo- 
Ive other than the enforcement of

HA H tin
,11.

in wBimpe.-s stuck in thu faoU In the J'ost case, Instead ~| tn come, Is the conclusion of the 
viiiK official. Individual and newspaper overzoolousiu-as to experts. 
i. ihl» .ditor'ul never would have been wrltt . ' The, n-port Includi-s un uxlmuativ.-

papers, regardles 
as enuged In tin

(he city of To

thouaundu whu know and respect hill 
(Continued on Page »)

intf $34,87-' r,8 
gu uf $1743.69
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Spoon Youth is 
Found Dead In 

Mountain Area

After Fall From 
CUff

Fred Spoon. 21-year-old son of 
Frank Spoon of Torrance, was 
drowned In the waters of Big 
Creek near Lake Arrowhead, after 

n a 26-foot cliff 
id on a rock. A 
is of volunteers 
.ntaln fastnesses 
days, when the 
rrance lad was

he had fallen frd 
and struck his he 
search of hundr< 
through the mo
ended after 
body of the 
found Friday.

Spoem'a head was Immersed In 
the water of thu creek. A wound 
on his hoad Indicated that he had 
been rendered unconscious during

o fall from the cliff.
Besides his father there survive 
slater. Doris Spoon; an aunt,

lss Mary Spoon, well known In
local Mu
ildur brother, Daniel Spoon, who 
M Hi tin. navy.

SurvlrcH weru conducted at 3 
iVInrk Monday afternoon 111 the

ungements 
Stone & Myers.

 rial I'ark. 
charge of

the Wright act actuated them is 
idlcated by these facts:

1. Shortly after Mr. Post's 
appearance at the Lomita court 
a Torrance woman, whose iden­ 
tity has been established, went 
to Lomita and from there tale- 
phoned news of the case to 
several Los Angela* news­ 
papers. She was not an ac­ 
credited correspondent ef these 
paper*.

2. On Saturday night two 
Torrance residents, whoso iden­ 
tity has been established, paid 
$10 to individuals connected 
with the Los Angela* Examiner 
circulation department, sought 
to gat a truck-load of paper* 
brought to Torrance, and did 
succeed in getting two loud- 
yelling newspaper vendor* to 
coma to Torrance, with instruc-

front of the Torranc* Theatre 
and the American Bowling 'Al­ 
leys and shout the new* of the 
ca*e.

Report* Distorted 
On Saturday afternoon and Sun­ 

day morning, editions of Los An­ 
geles papers carried highly dis­ 
torted and false versions of the 
case In Torrance. Friends of Mr. 
Poet believe that the falsity of the 
reports, as published In Los An­ 
geles, IK u further Indication of a 
vindictive motive on the part of 
certain Individuals.

In a statement to The Tor­

rance Herald Mr. Port said: "t 
have lived in Torrance for more   
than twelve year*. My record 
here has been such that it 
seems almost unnecessary for 
me to state that tha distorted, 
twisted and exaggerated report* 
that appeared in the Lo* An­ 
gela* newspapers are untrue. 
To the hundreds of friends who 
have assured me that the peo­ 
ple of Torrance know full well 
that the news wa* twisted and 
warped, I extend my deep and 
heartfelt appreciation," 

Praise Mr. Post
The board of directors of tha 

'Irst National Bank met Tuesday, 
afternoon and issued the following
itate ent:

"Tho character and reputation 
of our president, Mr. J. W. Post, 

is been wantonly assailed In the> 
ibllc prints. It is the sense of 
is board that it has the fullest, 
nfidence" In the honesty and In­ 

tegrity of our president.
Resolved, further, that a copy of 

this resolution be sent to the presi­ dent. * 
"Signed:

"GEO. W. NEILL. 
"J. S. LANCASTER. 
"WILFRED TEAL. 
"L. V. BABCOCK." 

Brian K. Welch, a director ol 
.ho First National Bank, is away, 
m his vacation.

Hundred* Sign Statement 
For the purpose of indicating to 

ifr. Post and his many out-of-town- 
rlends that the people of Tor- 
ance realize that Los Angeles 
lews reports of the case were 
iistorted and exaggerated, hundreds 
f citizens of Torrance this week 
luntarlly signed statements re­ 

affirming their confidence in Mr. 
ost.
Tho statement which has been 

Igned by hundreds and possibly 
ousands of Mr. Post's fellow- 
wnsmen follows: 
"o Our Friend, James W. Post.

Torrance, California. 
)ear Wallace:
"Realizing that the recent attack 
i your character was Inspired by 
o most despicable of vicious mo- 

__/e«. we, your fellow-citizens, wish 
to reaffirm our confidence In and 
our friendship for you and to ex- , 
press again our deep respect for 
your strength of character and 
those humane Impulses and moral 
attributes which have endeared you 
in the hearts of all 'who know 
you."

Fund For Santa 
Barbara Relief

Sam Levy and J. C. Smith

n-anco will do Its pi 
nK Santa Barbara. 
u Chamber of Comniei- 
r;i TuowiJBy appointed

and J. C. Smith In i-omli 
inpalgn for fluids, on bohulf 
stricken city. Tim Chaml

Kul

atlu
Which Htresnes the need of In

the quake-struck district, 
ersons who wish to <

Freak Well On 
Del Amo Lease 

In Large Yield
C.-C. M. O. Producer Sur­ 

prise to Oil Men of 
Local Field

The Dtl Amo lease, of tho ChanB- 
3r-Canfleld Midway OH Company 
ontrlbutad u surprise this weelr 
,-h.Mi D.-1 Amu No. 81 roared Into-
ioilin-ti',11 M! tlm ratn of 1760 bar-

I-IK a day Thin new spectacular
,-, II ! : I,., :.!. .' I!, i- xiti'lt west Of 
Id Am,, N,,. 1. li.-.<-uviM-y well Of 
In, T,>rr;im-.. ': 1,1, Adjacent wells
;iv., sli.iwn-, 1,-jicli'iii-y for large 
Mils, ultliiumli all tmi consistent.

i, company believe 
(put from thu new 
liiifkut penetrated

NOTICE OF MEETING

utive board j 
vlll i,,. li,-M

Mid,-III. Ml.-


